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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the 



< 



accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 
1.98. Applicants are submitting for consideration by the Examiner a copy of the International 
Search Report in English, issued during the international phase of PCT/EP03/02010, of 
which the present application is the U.S. national phase. Documents cited in the 
International Search Report and on page 1 of the application are listed on the accompanying 
form PTO-1449 (1 sheet), together with U.S. counterparts, where available, of non-English 
documents. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 
However, copies of the listed U.S. patents are not enclosed since it is no longer required 
according to the July 1 1 , 2003 waiver of the requirement for copies of cited U.S. patents in 
national patent applications filed after June 30, 2003 and international applications entering 
the national stage under 35 U.S.C. § 371 after June 30, 2003. 

The following documents listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 are not in 
English: EP 0659745, EP 0679650, EP 0201852, WO 98/24769 and WO 02/066423. Each 
of these documents is cited in the instant specification and a patent family search and 
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Attorney's Docket No. 033495-013 
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English-language abstract is provided herewith to serve as a brief statement of relevance. In 
addition, for those non-English documents for which U.S. counterparts are available, such 
counterparts are cited to serve as English-language translations. Thus, Stetter et al. U.S.P. 
5,580,843 is cited as corresponding to EP 0659745; Stetter et al. U.S.P. 5,939,441 is cited 
as corresponding to EP 0679650; Jensen-Korte et al. U.S.P. 4,945,165 is cited as 
corresponding to EP 0201852; and Alig et al. U.S.P. 6,265,430 is cited as corresponding to 
WO 98/24769. No U.S. counterpart of WO 02/066423 was located. 

This statement, Form PTO-1449 (1 sheet) and accompanying documents are being 
submitted within three (3) months of the filing or entry of the national stage of this application 
or before the first Office Action on the merits, whichever is later. Since these documents are 
being filed within the time period set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b), no fee or statement is 



It is respectfully requested that this statement, Form PTO-1449 (1 sheet) and listed 
documents be considered by the Examiner and that an Examiner-initialed copy of Form 
PTO-1449 (1 sheet) be returned to the undersigned with the next official Communication. 



required. 
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Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



